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March 20, 1997
UM INVITES STUDENTS, PUBLIC TO MONTANA SCIENCE FAIR 
MISSOULA -
Young Montanans will show their science savvy during the 42nd annual Montana Science 
Fair at The University of Montana—Missoula next month.
Junior high and high school students from across the state will compete April 7-8 in UM’s 
Harry Adams Field House. Deadline for entries is 5 p.m. Friday, March 28.
High school students in grades 9 through 12, Division I, compete for prizes in 13 
categories. Individuals and teams will present exhibits in biochemistry, medicine and health, 
environmental studies, microbiology, physics, engineering, mathematics, zoology, behavioral and 
social sciences, earth and space sciences, chemistry, botany and computer science.
The top two individual winners and the top two team winners win gold medals and an 
expense-paid trip to the International Science and Engineering Fair in Louisville, Ky., May 10-16.
Students in sixth through eighth grade, Division II, compete in physical and biological 
sciences. The top award winners in the seventh and eighth grade categories receive silver and 
bronze medals.
The Montana Science Fair was founded in 1955 by Reuben Diettert, UM professor emeritus 
of botany. Diettert directed the fair for 18 years. The event is sponsored by UM, with support 
from the University of Montana Excellence Fund and the Missoula Exchange Club.
"Most commentators emphasize the need to find ways to interest young people in science.
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The fair does that well," said UM President George Dennison. "In addition, it enables us to 
recognize the achievements of these outstanding young people."
Judging is from 1 to 5:45 p.m. Monday, April 7. The public is invited to view the displays 
from 6:30 to 9 p.m. April 7, and from 8 to 11 a.m. Tuesday, April 8.
There is a $7.50 entry fee for exhibits. A breakfast banquet and awards presentation begins 
at 9:30 a.m. April 8; cost is $6.50 per person.
For more information, contact Professor Jerry Esmay, director of the Montana Science 
Fair, at the Department of Computer Science, The University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812, 
or call (406) 243-2866.
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Contact: Jerry Esmay, director of the Montana Science Fair, (406) 243-2866.
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